
 

All York County students taking regular English classes in grades 9-12 are required to read one novel over the summer break.  Please see 

the list of suggested novels on our school website.  Students must complete one of the assignment options listed for their 2019 / 2020 

grade level. This assignment will count as a quiz grade and be due in mid-September.  Note: All typed responses must be double-

spaced in 12 pt. Times New Roman font. Please email Mrs. Shematek at lshematek@ycsd.york.va.us if you have any questions. 

 

 

Choose one of the following activities to complete on the book you selected to read for the summer assignment.  

1) Every piece of literature, whether fiction or nonfiction, contains some type of conflict that can be connected to the world in which we 

live. Determine a major conflict found in your book, and identify 3-5 direct quotations that reflect its importance or 

development. Then locate an article, dated within the last three years, that connects to the same conflict as found in your chosen 

book. Write a 2-3 page response in which you discuss how your novel reflects a conflict faced in society today. Your discussion 

must reference 2-3 direct quotations from both the book and the article. 

 

2) Many texts leave us with an “aha” moment or stays with us well after we have finished reading. Select 3-5 quotations from your 

book that really resonate with you in some way. These quotes could be ones that you strongly agree or disagree with, or they 

could be quotes that you can relate to on a deeper personal level. In a 2-3 page paper, explain each selected quote and discuss and 

why each quote resonates most with you.  

3) In a 2-3 page response, defend the actions of one of the major characters in the text. Be sure to provide 3-5 direct quotations 

from the book to explain what the character did in reaction to the conflict in the book and how the character is thereby justified by 

his or her actions.  

 

Choose one of the following activities to complete on the book you selected to read for the summer assignment.  

1) Write a 2-3 page essay describing how conflict(s) significantly changes a character in the text. The changes that the character 

experiences may be mental, physical, and/or emotional. In your essay, use at least five (5) quotations from the book as evidence to 

support your idea, and explain how the quotes used exemplify the type of change the character experiences as a result of the events 

in the plot. At the conclusion of your essay, evaluate whether the change the character experiences is one that has a positive or a 

negative outcome, and provide evidence from the text to support your rationale.  

 

2) Write a news article based on one of the major events in your article. Remember the rules of good journalism! Report only the 

facts (who, what, when, where, why, and how). A good journalist would include direct quotes from eye-witnesses and avoid bias or 

personal opinion. The news article should be two (2) pages in length, and it should include 2-3 images of the event being discussed. 

Students may use http://www.makemynewspaper.com/newspaper-templates-for-students as a free option for creating their 

newspaper article. Be sure to include at least two images that accompany your article. 

3) Create an interview (with questions and answers) for a character from your book that you would like to meet; which doesn’t 

necessarily mean that you find the character likeable, only that the character is intriguing. Ask and answer at least 12-15 

questions. Questions must not be closed-ended questions. In other words, avoid questions that only permit a “yes” or “no” 

response. Responses to questions must be well thought out and demonstrate that you have read the book in its entirety. Use 3-5 

direct quotations from the book to support the character’s answers. Two (2) page minimum.  
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Choose one of the following activities to complete on the book you selected to read for the summer assignment.  

1) From the book, choose a character who faces some sort of internal and/or external conflict. In a two-page written response, 

identify the type of conflict the character faces, and explain how the conflict affects the character (physically or emotionally) or the plot 

as a whole. Use 3-5 quotes from the book that reveal the internal and/or external conflict in your written response.  

2) Choose two key passages from the book that reflect why this particular title was chosen for the book. Photocopy the pages 

and highlight the sections that illustrate your point. Write a two-page explanation of how the two key passages selected reflect the title 

of the book.  

3) Make a model of a significant symbol from the text. Write a one-page explanation that includes direct quotations from the book 

in order to explain your model.  

4) Record a “confessional” video from the point of view of a character from your book expressing his or her thoughts and 

feelings about specific events or people. The video should be a minimum length of 30 seconds and a maximum length of 3 minutes. 

Write a one-page explanation of why the character and event was chosen and why the character responded the way he or she did in the 

“confessional” video. In your written response, use two to three direct quotations from the book to support your rationale.  

5) Use a Twitter or Instagram template (teacher provided) to create a social media post about the most important day or event in 
the life of a character from your book. Write a one-page explanation that includes direct quotations from the book in order to explain 
your posts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: All typed responses must be double-spaced in 12 pt. Times New Roman font.  

 

Choose one of the following activities to complete on the book you selected to read for the summer assignment.  

1) Rewrite the book’s ending or compose a short story that uses an element of the book to further develop a character, theme, 

or symbol. Explain why your ending is more effective or how it impacts the storyline. Two-page minimum.   

2) Create a storyboard or comic book for your book that details the important events in chronological order. Your storyboard 

should include at least 6 visuals. You may choose to do this assignment using a computer (http://www.storyboardthat.com/) or 

traditional media (i.e. colored pencils, markers, etc.). Write a two-page response that fully discusses the scenes selected, and 

provide a rationale for the selection of each scene. 

3) Create a “playlist” in which you choose ten (10) songs that represent different characters and events from your book. Three 

songs should be considered “theme songs” for three different characters. The other seven songs should be soundtracks to or 

symbolic of events that take place in the book. Write a one-page explanation of how each of these songs represents the characters 

and events.  

4) Compare yourself to a main character in the book. Point out your similarities and try to account for differences between 

yourself and the character you selected from book. Considering what you have discovered, what is your reaction to this character? 

Why? How do you think the character would feel about you? In your response, avoid discussing only physical characteristics. Your 

response may be completed using one of the following options:  

A) Two-page typed paper B) Prezi (12 slides minimum)  c) PowerPoint (12 slides minimum) 

5) Make a diorama of something significant in the book. This could be an important symbol, setting, or scene from the book. Write 

a one-page explanation of your model.  

 

 

http://www.storyboardthat.com/

